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Hiram Abiff 
 

Hiram Abiff He may be a least understood character in all of masonic lore. In 1972, the late Most 
Worshipful Brother Conrad Hahn, while serving as the Executive Secretary of the Masonic 
Service Association, gave a speech pertaining to THE IMPORTANCE: OF THE LEGEND OF 
HIRAM ABIFF. The reader may find this particularly interesting since most of our brethren know 
little of this character or the history of him. In light of his writing and with respect for the 
dramatic effect of the degrees, especially the Third Degree, this article will refrain from the 
degree particulars. 

According to some researchers, Hiram Abiff is, arguably, the most famous character in 
Freemasonry. His story not only is central to a Mason being recognized as a Master Mason, it is 
from the Legend of Freemasonry that all the sinister and dark imagery of the Order can be found. 
From conspiracy theorists to filmmakers, dark rituals of death in candlelight, the skull and 
crossbones and the belief of lost secrets, all stem from this singular figure. 

Related to the construction of the Temple, Masonic tradition records the legend of Hiram Abiff 
in the Third Degree. The allegory describes Hiram Abiff as Chief Architect working alongside 
King Solomon and Hiram of Tyre. While it may be permissible to present more commentary of 
this circumstance, it may damage a candidate’s appreciation of this dramatic degree. However, 
Hiram Abiff is also mentioned in the First and Second Degrees albeit on occasion more 
cryptically. 

Although Hiram Abif is the central character within the Third Degree, his first actual reference, 
as stated in most Masonic jurisdictions, is actually in the Second Degree. During the Second 
Degree the candidate is told the first literal link between Freemasonry and the building of King 
Solomon’s Temple. In the lecture of the Degree, it is explained to the candidate that the two great 
pillars placed at the doorway of the Temple, which hold the Constitutional rolls of the Order, and 
were made of brass and that Hiram Abif was the Master in charge of their casting. In some 
jurisdictions, Hiram is subtly referred to in the First Degree ceremony, again during the Lecture, 
and again in reference to pillars. 

The surname of ‘Abif’ is actually a Masonic invention. Although the character is based on a 
Biblical figure and relevant event, there is no Hiram Abif actually mentioned in the Bible. The 
closest reference is in the Hebrew versions of Second Chronicles, chapter 2, vs 13-14 of the King 
James bible, when Hiram, King of Tyre, responds to Kings Solomon’s request for skilled labor, 
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and says 

“And now I have sent a skilful man, endowed with understanding, Ḥuram ‘abi.’“ 

The word ‘Abi’ actually means ‘father’, but when used in reference to a name by ancient Jewish 
culture it was meant to portray as a sense of honor and respect for the individual, implying a sort 
of ‘master’. It is generally accepted that the Masonic adoption of the surname ‘Abif’, was to this 
and to differentiate him from King. Actually, the Christian version simply states 

“And now I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, of Huram my father's, The son 
of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skillful to work in gold, 
and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in 
crimson; also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every device which shall be put to 
him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my lord David thy father.” 

The first literal reference to the character of Hiram being linked to Freemasonry is in the historic 
Cooke Manuscript, probably composed around the early 15th century. In this text it states that 
‘Solomon held four score thousand masons at work. And the Son of the King of Tyre was one of 
them.’ Even though this seems substantial, many masonic scholars do not relate the document to 
actual Speculative Freemasonry, but rather hold the opinion that such references only came to 
light when Freemasonry gained social popularity in the late 17th century. When 18th century 
Masonic scholars began collecting these manuscripts, believing that to be about ‘Speculative’ 
Freemasonry, they simply adopted the rhetoric into the new rituals being developed, to give them 
both a sense of history and authenticity. 

The first genuine and literal reference to Hiram Abif is found in the Constitutions composed by 
Dr James Anderson, with the forming of the first Speculative Grand Lodge in England. In his 
first edition of the Constitutions, printed in 1723, he states ‘The King of Tyre sent to King 
Solomon his namesake Hiram Abif, the prince of architects … the wise King Solomon was the 
Grand Master of the Lodge of Jerusalem, King Hiram was the Grand Master of the Lodge of 
Tyre, and the inspired Hiram Abif was the Master of Work.’ In his second version, published in 
1738, he offers two further references to Hiram Abif, firstly ‘Their joy was soon interrupted by 
the sudden death of their dear master, Hiram Abif, whom they decently interred in the Lodge 
near to the Temple, according to ancient usage’. This is the first know account of Hiram’s death 
being part of Freemasonry. Anderson’s second reference in the same work was to describe the 
place of the Deputy Grand Master, to the left of the newly installed Grand Master, as being the 
‘Chair of Hiram Abif’, this seating is personified in other degrees in Freemasonry itself. 

As previously stated, the name Hiram Abiff is not found in Scripture. Yet, the Masonic account 
of Hiram is often said to be based upon the Holy Bible. In the Master Mason degree, in that 
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portion of the ritual known as the Legend of the Third Degree, there are three central characters. 
The story line is set around the building of Solomon’s temple. The characters, King Solomon, 
Hiram - the King of Tyre and Hiram Abiff are all taken from the Scriptural account of the temple 
building. King Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre are mentioned many times in the Scriptures, 
such as in 1 Kings 5. About the closest the Scriptures come to Hiram Abiff is Huram-Abi which 
is found in 2 Chronicles 2:13 in the NAS and NIV translations. Huram is a variant of Hiram. In 
the KJV translation of the verse, the name Hiram is found. The KJV uses both Huram (2 Chron 
2:3) and Hiram (1 Kings 5) to identify Hiram the King of Tyre. The KJV translation of 2 Chron 
2:13 does not contain -abi, but rather "Huram my father’s." The Hebrew word from which the 
KJV "father’s" was translated is "ab," according to the Hebrew Dictionary found in Strong’s 
Concordance. Strong’s entry for the word ‘ab (H1) indicates that it can also mean father-less, as 
the son of a widow would be. The entry for H1 also mentions "Abi." Studying the various 
translations along with a Hebrew dictionary allows us to see how Freemasonry may have settled 
on the name Hiram Abi-ff, also sometimes spelled Abif. 

Modern Masonic scholars have shown rather conclusively that there was no trigradial system of 
initiation during the period of operative Masonry, that there was no third or Master Mason 
Degree as a rite or ceremony before the creation of the Premier Grand Lodge in 1717. The first 
recital of the Hiramic legend as the dramatic cornerstone of a third or Master Mason's degree 
appears in an expose of the ritual of Freemasonry entitled Masonry Dissected, written by a 
Samuel Prichard and published in London in 1730. 

Consequently, it seems a logical conclusion to assume that the Master Mason Degree, and with 
it, the legend of Hiram Abiff, were introduced into Freemasonry when it became a speculative, or 
philosophic organization. Just where did the legend of Hiram come from? No one really knows; 
research reveals that scholars have yet to discover its origins and its introduction into 
Freemasonry. 

To Masons who search for historical certainty about Hiram Abiff and his position in Masonic 
ritual, one can only give a personal perspective. It's not really important! Many feel it's a mistake 
to consider the Hiramic legend as history. There was a Hiram Abiff in history, but our Third 
Degree is not interested in him as such. The drama of Hiram is a conflict of a man with other 
men, of an individual against evil forces embodied in other men. 

Hiram Abiff is the dramatized symbol of the human soul of mine, of yours, of every man. The 
work he was engaged in is symbolic of the work which masonic brethren are committed to 
perform in the supervision, organization and direction of our lives from birth to dissolution. The 
enemies that Hiram meets are really symbols of those lusts and passions and failures of the spirit 
which in ourselves and others make war on our characters and spiritual aspirations. In many 
opinions, this symbolic increment to the Hiramic legend was added by one of the Speculative 
Masons of the early Eighteenth Century, by someone with the education and philosophical 
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attainments of a man like Dr. John Theophilus Desaguliers or other Rosicrucians. 

And that should tell us, if we are Master Workmen, what we should do with the legend of Hiram 
when we work in "the mysteries of Freemasonry." We must make it truly sublime! 

 

 

Originally prepared and edited by D. J. Cox, PM of Longs Peak Lodge # 197,  

 

Printed with permission of Jim Long, PM 

 

Presented to the Grand Lodge Newsletter by Ross A. Allen, Grand Master, 2023 
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Thu Jan 25, 2024  -Sat Jan 27, 2024  
All day 163rd Annual Communication  

Where: Grand Junction, CO, USA  
 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities may  

change due to various issues that may arise.  
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Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 

Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are 

due to the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the 

month prior to the publication month. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Colorado Masonic Family Historical Donations Committee is looking for volunteers to do 

research. This research is to determine the amount of hours we’ve donated, the amount of 

money we’ve donated, and the number of people we’ve helped as a Masonic family since our 

inception in Colorado in 1861. This applies to every branch of the Masonic family. The goal of 

this research is to shed light on what we’ve contributed as an organization to our communities. 

This information will be utilized to educate both to our organizations internally and to the 

residents of the State of Colorado. This is a daunting task and we are looking for help. If you’re 

interested in working on this project please contact WB Mike Brewer 

at mike.brewer@allurdata,com . 

 

Colorado Masons, were you in DeMolay, from any state? 

Please use the following link address from DeMolay International, and let us know where you 

are and what you are doing in your Masonic life: 

https://beademolay.org/update-info/ 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-lodge-of-colorado-afam-163rd-annual-communication-tickets-528581249747?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grand-lodge-of-colorado-afam-163rd-annual-communication-tickets-528581249747?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/gjtdtdt-glc-ce2c799f-d2a5-466c-b41e-2c9e492f2e50/
https://www.amtrak.com/home.html
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What are the Freemasons? Those that ask that question will hear the stock answer, “It’s the 

oldest fraternity in the world and is a group of good men that want to be better men.”  

The path toward being a better person includes supporting one’s community. 

For over one hundred years, Castle Lodge #122 has supported our community quietly, behind 

the scenes. Founded in Eagle in 1908, the current location on Third Street has been their home 

since 1954. 

In 2001, the late Eagle Fire Chief Jon Jon Asper began the annual Masonic Toy Store, or the “Toy 

Store,” as a means to reach out to families in need. It has served two purposes since: 1- offer a 

smile to a child during the Holiday Season and 2- support for mothers and families that may not 

ask for help otherwise. The Toy Store is supported by donations from local businesses, 

individuals, and municipalities – as well as used ski and bicycle sales during the spring and fall. 

A second outreach effort the Lodge commits to is a scholarship program. A modest $500, 

sometimes more when extra donations can be gathered from membership, the scholarship 

started with an investment from one of the Lodge member’s businesses and is currently funded 

solely through donations and enhanced by individual contributions. 

By 2013, the Lodge noticed that high school guidance counselors were not highlighting local 

scholarships to the students. The irony was that it was hard to find a group operating “behind 

the scenes.” 

After a timely presentation from Judge Sullivan, an expanded program was termed, “The Second 

Chance Scholarship.” This scholarship goes to graduates of the Eagle County Recovery (or RISE) 

Court, after an application and interview process, to help individuals obtain licensure, 

certifications, or education that will help recipients succeed on their new path.  

Since the founding of that program, the Lodge has alternated between awarding traditional and 

second chance scholarships each year. 

One past recipient of the Lodge’s traditional scholarship is Brooklyn Vargas, graduate of Eagle 

Valley High School and Colorado School of Mines. She is a dynamic scholar who, during her time 

Castle Lodge #122 Scholarship 
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at the Colorado School of Mines, delved into groundbreaking research 

and leadership roles. 

“Starting out, I experienced a lot of self-doubt and seemed to struggle 

a lot more than my peers. I didn’t let this deter me,” Vargas 

continued, “I quickly learned how to thrive as a student. I began 

studying in groups, made plans with friends to ensure I would take a 

break from academics, and sought out extracurricular activities to 

have a better work-life balance.” 

Her remarkable journey included contributions to musculoskeletal 

research, awards, and publications. Now pursuing a Ph.D. in 

Biomedical Engineering at the University of Utah, she remains 

dedicated to advancing the field and inspiring future STEM enthusiasts.  

“And I’m in the Utah Medical Orchestra!” Vargas adds, “It’s been a fun thing to do to 

decompress from classes and research.” 

Her accomplishments exemplify the Lodge's mission of fostering personal growth and 

community support, making her a shining example of the values they uphold. 

Kent Rose, former Town of Vail Mayor, notes, “I am really impressed! [Vargas] will change the 

world.” 

When asked how Castle Lodge could help, she said, "Any support, especially networking, would 

have a great impact on my future career. I hope to find a place at the Steadman Clinic to 

continue research after my PhD." 

In recognition of her outstanding dedication and potential, Castle Lodge is proud to announce an 

additional $1,350 scholarship awarded to Ms. Vargas for the completion of her Ph.D. 

Castle Lodge's commitment to nurturing talent and providing support underscore their 

dedication to the growth and success of individuals within the community.  

Castle Lodge #122 Scholarship 
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Ms. Vargas is a shining example of this – a young lady that proves to be a rising star. 

To apply for next year’s scholarship, or to make a donation supporting future recipients, please 

email: secretary@castlelodge122.org. 

The 2023 Toy Store dates are December 21 – 22, from 6pm to 9pm, at 130 E Third St, Eagle, CO. 

If you would like to volunteer or donate for that effort, please email: 

secretary@castlelodge122.org. 

Castle Lodge is a 501(c)3 and all donations are tax deductible. 

Author Matt Solomon Past Master of Castle Lodge No. 122 

Castle Lodge #122 Scholarship 
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Regular Gavel 

Location: Mesa #55, 2400 Consistory Ct., Grand Junction, CO 81501  

Meeting Dates:  Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m., next meeting 

January 2024 

Master: Greg Foster  

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Garfield Lodge #50 , 2029 Hwy 66 , Longmont, CO 80504  

Meeting Dates:  2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Master: Josh Hendrixson  
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Ross A Allen, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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https://beafreemason.org/

